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From the 

Grand Knight 

 

 
 Joel Lanoux 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

Can it really be that this is my last message to you as Grand 

Knight?  Where has the year gone?  It has been a great year for 

Council 8954 and I have enjoyed all of it.  I want to thank all of 

my officers for their dedicated service and support.  I also want to 

thank the program coordinators and chairmen who stepped up to 

make our programs, socials, and fund raisers so successful.  

Finally, I want to thank all of you Brothers who worked so hard 

all year in support of our activities.  It is only through your efforts 

that we have been able to be as successful as we have been. 

 

I want to give a special thanks to Trustee Isaac Sandoval who has 

worked so hard as our Recruitment Chairman.  Through his efforts 

we have already surpassed our membership and insurance quotas 

and are in position to achieve Star Council this year.  Even as we 

go into our last month of the fraternal year we will be adding new 

brothers to our membership.   A special thanks also goes to our 

Financial Secretary Lairy Johnson and Deputy Grand Knight 

Derek Storey who have headed our membership retention 

activities.  They, and I, have made countless calls, sent numerous 

e-mails and letters in an effort to collect all dues owed the council.  

In spite of all of their efforts, we still have a handful of brothers 

who have resisted all efforts to collect their dues.  We plan to 

make a final effort to close these accounts before the end of the 

fraternal year.  I also thank Lairy for his guidance and his constant 

attention to our required reports.  We have never missed a report 

or a deadline. 

 

Thanks also goes to Brother Sandoval for chairing our Charity 

Committee.  A proposal for distribution of our charity funds was 

made at our last meeting and was sent to all members via US mail 

or e-mail. We will vote on the proposal at the June 7th meeting.  

A total of $9,200 (includes $500 to a female religious whom we 

have supported in the past) was proposed for distribution to 

various charities.  The council has already distributed $3,500 to 

seven seminarians earlier in the fraternal year.   Thus, our total 

council charity disbursement for fiscal year 2006-2007 will be 

$12,700.   

 

I had the pleasure of presenting our first annual Altar Server of the 

Year awards at the 12:15 pm Mass on Sunday, May 20th.  The 

female recipient was Spring Oyinatumba and the male recipient 

was Kaycee Tuchukwu.  Each received an award certificate from 

the Knights of Columbus plus a $25 American Express gift check. 

The recipients were both serving at the mass and Msgr. Don 

allowed me to make the presentations from the ambo following 

communion.  The brief ceremony went well and the honorees 

received an ovation from the congregation.  The honorees were 

selected by the Altar Server Coordinator Jim Petkovsek and 

Deacon Randy Engel.   

 

We will be voting for new officers at our June meeting.  The 

nominating committee, chaired by Trustee Brian Roeten, did an 

excellent job in recruiting a fine slate of candidates for the 2007-

2008 fraternal year.    I am so pleased to see new faces and 

younger brothers willing to accept positions of responsibility in 

our council.  These brothers represent the future leadership of our 

council.  Please show your support for these men by attending the 

June meeting and casting your vote. 

 

Msgr. Don had a wonderful week of parties in honor of the 40th 

anniversary of his ordination as a priest. 

He has expressed to me his thanks for the support of the Knights 

over the years.  I want to thank Brothers Bruno Mella and Joe 

Biondi who prepared a gourmet meal May 10th for Monsignor and 

his brother priests.  Although this activity pre-empted our use of 

the St. Joseph Room for our First Degree ceremony on May 10th, 

we managed to cope by using the Upper Room for the ceremony.   

In connection with the priests’ dinner, I want to commend 

Brothers Carl Kocorek and Jack Eichman who volunteered at the 

last minute to assist in the preparation, service, and clean-up for 

this event.  They wore themselves out that evening!  Finally, I 

want to thank the brothers who helped me clean and put away 

everything following Monsignor’s parish-wide reception in the 

gym on Saturday, May 12th: Don O’Brien, Chris Glaser, Lairy 

Johnson, Larry Bruce, and Derek Storey.   

 

DGK Derek Storey and I attended the KC State Convention May 

4th and 5th in Corpus Christi. We were accompanied by our wives, 

who attended the banquet with us.   Two things were perfectly 

clear from the convention reports.   The Knights of Columbus are 

a vibrant, growing organization in the State of Texas, and our 

clergy is in solidarity with the Knights.  Our day-long meeting on 

Saturday included four bishops on the dais.   At our  mass that 

evening we had six bishops officiating, with at least 20 other 

members of the clergy on the altar.  The mass was a very profound 

experience.  

 

Significant things learned at the convention include: We had 637 

voting delegates which was a record, but there were many more 

non-voting members attending.  We now have almost 87,000 

knights in Texas.  Our Brother, Preston Achilike, who is 

 



currently attending UT in Austin, was awarded a $1,000 education 

grant from the State Council.  We immediately sent word to 

Preston.   Councils in Texas gave $206,500 to seminarians this 

past year.  Our council received two certificates of appreciation 

from the State Deputy.  One was for our support of seminarians 

during the 2006-2007 year and the other was for sponsoring five 

corporate communions during the fraternal year.   

 

Deputy State Chaplain Father Lloyd Morris (St. Anthony, Wylie) 

addressed the convention and said that our parish priests are 

stretched thin and cannot do it all.  They need the assistance of the 

knights in caring for their parishes.  The knights, he said, need to 

be in solidarity with their priests, and need to be in solidarity with 

one another.  Fr. Morris said we have a duty to offer membership 

in the Knights of Columbus to every Catholic gentleman.  He said 

that awards, such as Star Council, should be a result of our efforts, 

and should not be objectives in themselves.  

 

Mark your Calendar!  Our final fund raiser for the year will be the 

Garage Sale on June 16th.  Items for the sale may be delivered on 

the afternoon or evening of June 15th.  As usual, we will need 

brothers  to receive items on Friday evening and a large number of 

brothers to set up for the sale early Saturday morning.   We need 

as many large items as possible for sale.  Such items bring in lots 

more money than shirts and pants.  If you have an item which 

needs to be transported, please call me (972-705-9867) or Jon 

Hagarman (972-680-9519). We will attempt to arrange pick up.   

 

Please make every effort to attend the business meeting on June 

7th.  As mentioned above, we have important business to conduct, 

including the election of new officers and voting on our charity 

distributions.  I will have a few more comments about the State 

convention and we will have a brief update on the cruise proposal.  

I will also need a floor vote on a small expenditure which is not 

included in the budget.  See you there! 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Joel J. Lanoux, Grand Knight 

 

From the Deputy 

Grand Knight 

 
 

 Derek Storey 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

Brother Knights, as you read this, I am on my way to Arizona.  

The reason is that most retiring Grand Knights take their vacation 

after their term, so I will be different and take mine before my 

term begins.  The purpose of this trip is to move my uncle to 

Texas, so that he can receive great care due to having both his 

legs amputated. 

As your incoming Grand Knight, I can not promise a "chicken in 

every pot", but I promise stuffed chicken (from Hebert's in 

Louisiana) at the officer's installation, which is Thursday, June 

21st at 7 p.m.  All members are welcomed to attend, and a 

contribution of a side dish or finger food would be greatly 

appreciated. 

I am grateful to be GK of your Knights of Columbus #8954. 

Thank you for your support now and in the future. 

PS: My first order of business is to move the July '07 meeting 

(and first degree) to the 11th (officers), 12th (business) and 19th 

(1st degree).  I have checked with Ruby and this was not a 

problem.  So please enjoy your Independence Holiday with 

friends and family and I'll see you on the 12th. 

 

Charity Unity Fraternity 

Derek Storey,  DGK 

 

 
From the 

Financial 

Secretary 

  
     Lairy Johnson 

Emblem of the Order 

Each of you were issued a lapel pin when you joined. If you have 

misplaced yours and would like a replacement I have some. 

Perhaps you would donate $3.00 or more to your council. Please 

see me if you need one. 

Lairy 

 

 
From the 

Membership 

Director & 

2-Year Trustee  
     Isaac Sandoval Jr. 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

One fraternal year ends and another begins.  Like every council in 

the order, 8954 will again be given a membership and insurance 

quota by Supreme.   Based on our size, 8954’s Fr. McGivney 

Award Membership Quota is 12 and Founders’ Award Insurance 

Quota is 6.  The total net gain in membership is based on new 1st 

Degree Knights joining the council minus those knights that are 

suspended for failure to pay their dues (or other reasons as 

indicated in our by-laws) must equal to 12 or more.   The total net 

gain in insurance is based on Knights becoming insurance 

members minus Knights who drop their insurance coverage must 

equal to 6 or more.   Achieving these quotas and fulfilling other 

requirements will gain a council the Star Council Award.  If you 

are interested in learning about all the Star Council Award and 

other awards and what it takes to win these awards, check out the 

orders web site, www.kofc.org or ask our Grand Knight. 

The gaining of awards can be “good or bad” depending on how 

one looks at these awards.   A council that strives to grow and be 

active in their parish and community is a council that is alive; a 

council that does not is inactive and will soon die.  God has 



blessed St. Joseph with a very active and alive council.  The “bad” 

about these awards is excellence is expected from 8954 and we 

must continue every year to stay at the top.  Just ask Jerry Jones 

and the Cowboys about repeating. 

The setting of quotas by Supreme are meant as goals for councils.  

As set forth by Fr. McGivney, it is the Orders moral obligation to 

invite every catholic man to join the Knights of Columbus.  As 

members of Council 8954, it is our moral obligation to invite 

every St. Joseph men into the Order.  We need to seek out those 

St. Joseph men who are ready to commit their time, talents and 

often times their money to the Knights, to our priest, to our parish 

and more important to God.  We do not need to recruit just to 

meet a certain quota.   Council 8954 recruiting process must use a 

variation of the Marines motto.  Think of:  Council 8954 needs 

Many Good Catholic Men. 

 

Isaac 

 

Great News Brothers;  

Brother Preston Achilike was the winner of the Dallas Diocese 

$1,000 dollar scholarship from the Texas State Council.  Joel and 

Derek received the news at the state convention and asked that I 

make it known to Preston.  

If you get a chance please call Preston to congratulate him (214-

228-5533).  

Vivat Jesus! 

Isaac 

 
Community Activities 

 

 
 

 

Special Olympics Summer Games 

 

The St. Joseph Special Olympics Team, with T-shirts proudly 

announcing our parish, stepped up at the Texas Special Olympics 

Summer Games held at UTA on Saturday, May 26, 2007.  

Scheduled to work the Standing Long Jump and Turbo Javelin 

Throw (cancelled due to rain), the St. Joseph Team was instead 

asked to assist the Dallas Diocese Knights of Columbus at the 

awards presentations.   Working as one, the Knights and the St. 

Joseph Team greeted, assembled and presented these Special 

Olympians their medals and ribbons.  God blessed the Team that 

morning by allowing us share in lives of His Special Athletes.   

The 31 team members included the following knights and family 

members:   Linda & Sam Deneault, Pat & Jim Dulac, Sandy & 

Ashley Beckerman (daughter & granddaughter of John Jagielski), 

Brian Roeten, Paul Sine, Carl Kocorek, Gloria & Isaac Sandoval 

& granddaughter Kaitlyn Hoffman.  Brothers and their families 

are asked to consider joining the Team at future schedule events.  

Coming in June is the State Equestrian Competition to be held on 

June 1 -3 at the Las Colinas Equestrian Center in Irving; for more 

information check out www.sotx.org.   If interest in $7 Team T-

shirts, contact Isaac Sandoval. 

 

Isaac 

 

Volunteering in the Community Can Make a Big Difference! 

 

I was asked to be the assistant coach to Bishop Lynch’s junior 

varsity ice hockey team last September - non-paid volunteer 

position.  We enjoyed the second best season ever of the Bishop 

Lynch program since it began in 1999.  

 

I am proud to say that, not only have I been asked to come back 

next season, but I have been asked to be assistant coach of the 

varsity team.  As of now, I am the only Catholic on the coaching 

staff.  I have implemented programs to develop leadership, and 

personal development as well as hockey skills. One of the favorite 

aspects of working with a Catholic high school program is that it 

goes with out saying that there will be prayer before games. The 

Lord’s Prayer is followed by “Our Lady Queen of Victory, pray 

for us."  

 

I truly enjoy working with this program. As a Catholic gentleman 

and as a Knight of Columbus, I feel I have made impressions on 

these young men in a very positive way. 

 

Go Friars! 

Vivat Jesus! 

Chuck Hinton 

 

24-Hour Catholic Radio broadcasting started in October 

2006 and as the strongest 24-hour Catholic Radio signal in 

the United States, KATH 910 AM is capable of reaching up 

to 3 million listeners in the DFW and North Texas area. 

 

 
Council Activities 

 

 

2006-2007 Proposed Charity Recipients List 

 

The Council will be voting on the 2006-2007 Charity Recipients 

List at the June 7th business meeting.  To comply with council by-

laws, this list was presented at the May business meeting and sent 

out to the council membership immediately after the meeting via 

an addendum to the May Newsletter; sent through regular mail 

and electronically.  Brothers are asked to attend and vote on this 

very important proposal.    

 

1 Vocation Scholarship                $    500 

Pines Youth Camp                                   $    330 

Network of Richardson                             $    500 

Good Samaritan of Garland                 $    500 

Sisters of Notre Dame  $    500 

Montserrat Retreat House  $    400 

Equest (On behalf of Greta Rose Thompson)  $    300 

Habitat for Humanity  $    500 

White Rose  $    500 

St. Joseph Youth Ministry            $    350 

St. Vincent de Paul Society  $    500 



Scottish Rite Hospital  $    500 

Garland Family Outreach   $    500 

Missionaries of Charity  $    500 

Alzheimer’s Association  $    350 

American Cancer Society  $ 1,000 

Guadalupe Radio Network, KATH 910  $    500 

Wartime Prayer Books for Armed Forces  $    350 

Columbian Squires Circle 4603 Scholarship  $    500 

St. Joseph Vacation Bible School  $    120 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENT FOR 

COUNCIL VOTE AT JUNE BUSINESS 

MEETING 

 $  9,200 

7 Vocation Scholarships voted and awarded 

to date 

 $  3,500 

TOTAL COUNCIL CHARITY 

DISBURSEMENT FOR 2006-2007 

FRATERNAL YEAR 

 

$12,700 

 

 

Officer Nominations 

 

The Council will be voting on the 2006-2007 Officers at the June 

7th business meeting.  To comply with council by-laws, this list 

was presented at the May business meeting and sent out to the 

council membership immediately after the meeting via an 

addendum to the May Newsletter; sent through regular mail and 

electronically.  Brothers are asked to attend and vote on this very 

important subject.  These are the current nominations. 

 

Grand Knight – Derek Storey 

Deputy Grand Knight – Conard Kester 

Chancellor – Jack Stubbs 

Recorder – Milton Catalina 

Treasurer – Larry Bruce 

Financial Secretary – Lairy Johnson (appointed) 

Chaplin – Msgr. Don Fischer (appointed) 

Lecturer – Tom Parker (appointed) 

Advocate – Chris Glaser 

Warden – Steven Johnson 

Inside Guard – Phil Lozano 

Outside Guard – Chuck Hinton 

Trustee 3 Year – Joel Lanoux 

Trustee 2 Year – Brian Roeten 

Trustee 1 Year – Isaac Sandoval 

 

If any member would like to be considered for an officer’s 

position during the June Business Meeting when Council voting 

will take place, please have someone from the floor nominate you, 

as well as have someone second the nomination. 

 

We are currently looking for a replacement KoC Council #8954 

Knight Talk Newsletter Editor for the upcoming 2006-2007 fiscal 

year.  If you are interested, please contact Brian Roeten at 

BMRoeten@verizon.net or at 972-414-0507. 

 

Council Calendar 

 

Jun-07   

2nd 9:00 AM 1st Saturday Mass/Rosary 

3rd All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

4th 7:00 PM First Degree Practice 

6th 7:00 PM Officers Meeting 

7th 7:00 PM Business Meeting 

11th 7:00 PM First Degree Practice 

13th 7:30 PM First Degree 

18th 7:00 PM First Degree Practice 

20th 5:00 PM VA Hospital Visit 

21st 7:00 PM Officers Installation/Social 

25th 7:00 PM First Degree Practice 

   

Jul-07   

1st All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

2nd 7:00 PM First Degree Practice 

4th Independence Day 

7th 9:00 AM 1st Saturday Mass/Rosary 

9th 7:00 PM First Degree Practice 

11th 7:00 PM Officer's Meeting 

12th 7:00 PM Business Meeting 

16th 7:00 PM First Degree Practice 

18th 6:00 PM VA Hospital Visit 

 7:30 PM Special First Degree* 

19th 7:30 PM First Degree 

22nd 3:00 PM Ice Cream Social 

* - Given at All Saints Catholic Church 

 

KoC Garage Sale 

Clean out the closets and the garage at home, the next K of C 

garage sale is scheduled for Saturday, June 16th. The Knights are 

requesting donations of gently used items. The procedure is the 

same. Drop off donations Thursday evening (June 14th) in room 

124PC and/or Friday evening (June 15th) in rooms 124PC and 

125PC. Garage sale starts 7:00 am Saturday morning and ends at 

noon. We are asking for volunteers to help Friday night from 6:00 

pm to 9:00 pm and/or Saturday morning from 6:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

In addition, volunteers with pickup trucks are needed that Friday 

night and/or Saturday morning. Contact Jon Hagarman (972) 680-

9519 for additional info and to sign up. 

Jon Hagarman 

 

2007 CINCO DE MAYO 

 

This year’s dinner fulfilled the first three principles of the Order; 

Charity, Fraternity and Unity.  Financially it could have been 

greater if ticket sales had been better; preliminary numbers at this 

time indicate a profit of over $800.  This amount will go toward 

our Charity contributions.  As for Fraternity and Unity;  all one 

had to do was see brothers working together throughout the day.  

Whether slicing onions, rolling enchiladas, setting the tables and 

chairs, decorating the Hacienda, serving the No. 3 special or 



washing the pots and pots; no job was too large or too small.  

Proof that we are a Family could be seen in our wives helping 

cook, serve; our children and grandchildren helping to clean up.  

St. Joseph parishioners clearly saw a Knights of Columbus 

Family.  Brothers helping were: James Aston, Frank Basquez, Al 

Bielamowicz;, Emil Bolcik, David Borg, Larry Brendel, Luis 

Cano, Joseph Cuevas, Jim Davoli, Sam Deneault, James Dulac, 

Jack Eickman, Chris Glaser, Jerry Guerra, Jon Hagarman, Chuck 

Hinton, Lairy Johnson, Steve Johnson, Martin Jones, Carl 

Kocorek, Phi Lozano, Bill McKinney, Frank Medina, Don, 

O”Bryan, Carl Oehmann, Tom Parker, Tony Pascarelli, Tom 

Poovey, Ben Porras, Brian Roeten, Paul Sine, Tracy Smith, Jack 

Stubbs, Bill Thelen, James & Manuel Villela.  Ladies Veronica 

Basquez, Gloria Guerra and Gloria Sandoval were there working 

with their respective Knights.  The knights children and 

grandchildren helping were many and too fast to get names.    

 

Vivat Jesus, 

Isaac Sandoval  

 

Cruise Vacation Planned 

The Knights of Columbus Council #8954 is sponsoring a cruise 

during the week of August 10 2008.  The cruise will leave from 

Galveston on the Carnival Ship Conquest. This is open to the St. 

Joseph Community, their relatives and friends. Please contact 

Terry Ryan at tandtryan@sbcglobal.net or 972-979-0268 for more 

info.  Passports are required for every passenger. 

 

Knights of Columbus Shirts & Caps 

Brothers, Knights of Columbus shirts and caps can be ordered 

before and after each business meeting. Orders will be batched 

then submitted to the embroider once a quarter. Orders submitted 

in January can be picked up in February, orders submitted in April 

can be picked up in May, etc... Payment must be submitted with 

each order in the form of cash or check. Please see Milton 

Catalina at the next business meeting or you can reach me at 972-

907-2762 for questions. 

Milton 

 

Prayer Requests  

Randy Bodin, Dee Bodin, Norma Murdoch, Gin Eichman, Keith 

Roeten, Sara Thompson, Michael Kocorek, John McClung, 

Anthony King, Alex, Jeff Johnson, Heather Johnson, Jerry Elisha, 

Eva Carrillo, Aidan Pierce, Ethan Smith, Bob & Norma Lozano, 

John Kolich, Isaac Sandoval, Pepi Johnson, & Hank Horton. 

Dee Bodin, wife of Randy Bodin, died on May 15, 2007 in 

Michigan, where they moved to last year.  We’ve talked to Randy 

and he is doing alright; his daughter lives just 5 miles away. 

Randy said he has Dee's ashes, and that when he dies, both 

remains will be brought back to St. Joseph to be inurned. 

 

A Word From Our Supreme Director 

Brothers, 

Texas has a long history of leading our Order in many, many 

things; new member recruitment, new council development, the 

most councils, charity dollars raised, and the highest percentage of 

insurance members.  Nearly 43% or our Texas Knights are 

insurance members of the Order.  When you look at all seventy 

jurisdictions, we have slightly more than 33% of our members 

who are insurance members of the Order.  The Order now has 

$62.7 billion of life insurance in force. 

There is excellent news to report on the insurance front in Texas.  

We currently have $4.635 billion of life insurance in force in 

Texas.  We are within reach of $4.7 billion by the end of this 

fraternal year.  That's just six short weeks away.  We have more 

than $144.2 million in new life insurance issued since January 1, 

2007 to our nearly 87,000 members in Texas.  We can still add $1 

billion in life insurance, but we are going to have to pick up the 

pace to reach that goal.   

We now have four of our eight general agencies in the top 25.  

Congratulations to General Agents Rich Lesak, Tony Rangel, 

Tommy Supak, and John Regan for making it into the top 25 

general agencies in the Order.  Our dedicated field agents sold the 

products, but it was you my brother Knights who welcomed them 

into your homes and allowed them to help you solidify your 

financial future.   

Our State, Diocesan, District and Council leadership promised at 

the state convention to do everything in their power to help make 

Texas succeed in its quest to add $1 billion in new life sales this 

calendar year.  Take every opportunity you can to introduce an 

associate member to our highly trained field agents.  Put in a few 

good words for the Knights of Columbus insurance company and 

the products it sells to those same associate members.  With 

teamwork we can do the same with insurance that we do with 

membership. 

This is our insurance company.  It's up to us to make it successful. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Ron Gay 

Supreme Director  

 

Insurance Update 

 

“I already have insurance at work.” 

 

Many jobs offer some form of group life insurance.  Often, this 

insurance is an employee benefit provided at no charge, or for a 

small co-pay.  Knowing that this coverage exists may convince 

someone that he doesn’t need to discuss personally owned life 

insurance with a professional agent.  That would be a mistake. 

 

Most forms of group life insurance are limited in amount.  That 

amount may be tied to salary or some other benchmark, but often 

there is a cap.  That cap may be dangerously low for your family’s 

needs should you die.  In fact, in the absence of a detailed a needs 

analysis (which I’ll be happy to provide, free of charge), any 

employer-provided coverage may be completely unrelated to 

needs at death.  In addition, the amount of group insurance offered 



is almost always reduced – and sometimes dramatically – when 

you retire. 

 

Especially today, there is the very real possibility that you could 

change employers or lose your job.  Or that your benefits could be 

reduced.  In either case you could – one day - find yourself 

without coverage.  If your health has changed in the meantime, 

you might also find yourself unable to secure individual 

protection. 

 

While group life helps, it does not replace the need for 

individually owned life insurance.  I’ll be happy to meet with you 

and provide a free, custom-tailored needs analysis, so that you’ll 

know exactly where you stand. 

 

Joe Jackson  

joseph.jackson@kofc.org 

972-342-2385 

 

For the Good of the Order 

 

Will you give this to my Daddy?  

As a Company, Southwest Airlines is going to support "Red 

Fridays." 

Last week I was in Atlanta, Georgia attending a conference. While 

I was in the airport, returning home, I heard several people behind 

me beginning to clap and cheer. I immediately turned around and 

witnessed one of the greatest acts of patriotism I have ever seen.  

Moving thru the terminal was a group of soldiers in their camos.  

As they began heading to their gate, everyone (well almost 

everyone) was abruptly to their feet with their hands waving and 

cheering. When I saw the soldiers, probably 30-40 of them, being 

applauded and cheered for, it hit me. I'm not alone. I'm not the 

only red-blooded American who still loves this country and 

supports our troops and their families.  

Of course I immediately stopped and began clapping for these 

young unsung heroes who are putting their lives on the line 

everyday for us so we can go to school, work and home without 

fear or reprisal.  

Just when I thought I could not be more proud of my country or of 

our service men and women, a young girl, not more than 6 or 7 

years old, ran up to one of the male soldiers. He kneeled down 

and said "Hi." The little girl then asked him if he would give 

something to her daddy for her. The young soldier, who didn't 

look any older than maybe 22 himself, said he would try and what 

did she want to give to her daddy. Then suddenly the little girl 

grabbed the neck of this soldier, gave him the biggest hug she 

could muster and then kissed him on the cheek.  

The mother of the little girl, who said her daughter's name was 

Courtney, told the young soldier that her husband was a Marine 

and had been in Iraq for 11 months now. As the mom was 

explaining how much her daughter Courtney missed her father, 

the young soldier began to tear up. When this temporarily single 

mom was done explaining her situation, all of the soldiers huddled 

together for a brief second. Then one of the other servicemen 

pulled out a military-looking walkie-talkie. They started playing 

with the device and talking back and forth on it.  

After about 10-15 seconds of this, the young soldier walked back 

over to Courtney, bent down and said this to her, "I spoke to your 

daddy and he told me to give this to you." He then hugged this 

little girl that he had just met and gave her a kiss on the cheek. He 

finished by saying "your daddy told me to tell you that he loves 

you more than anything and he is coming home very soon."  

The mom at this point was crying almost uncontrollably and as the 

young soldier stood to his feet, he saluted Courtney and her mom. 

I was standing no more than 6 feet away from this entire event. As 

the soldiers began to leave, heading towards their gate, people 

resumed their applause. As I stood there applauding and looked 

around, there were very few dry eyes, including my own. That 

young soldier in one last act of selflessness, turned around and 

blew a kiss to Courtney with a tear rolling down his cheek.  

We need to remember everyday all of our soldiers and their 

families and thank God for them and their sacrifices. At the end of 

the day, it's good to be an American.  

RED FRIDAYS ----- Very soon, you will see a great many people 

wearing Red every Friday. The reason? Americans who support 

our troops used to be called the "silent majority". We are no 

longer silent, and are voicing our love for God, country and home 

in record breaking numbers. We are not organized, boisterous or 

over-bearing. We get no liberal media coverage on TV, to reflect 

our message or our opinions. Many Americans, like you, me and 

all our friends, simply want to recognize that the vast majority of 

America supports our troops.  

Our idea of showing solidarity and support for our troops with 

dignity and respect starts this Friday and continues each and every 

Friday until the troops all come home, sending a deafening 

message that.. Every red-blooded American who supports our 

men and women afar will wear something red. By word of mouth, 

press, TV -- let's make the United States on every Friday a sea of 

red much like a homecoming football game in the bleachers.  

If every one of us who loves this country will share this with 

acquaintances, co-workers, friends, and family. It will not be long 

before the USA is covered in RED and it will let our troops know 

the once "silent" majority is on their side more than ever; certainly 

more than the media lets on.  

The first thing a soldier says when asked "What can we do to 

make things better for you?" is...We need your support and your 

prayers.  

Let's get the word out and lead with class and dignity, by example; 

and wear something red every Friday.  

WE LIVE IN THE LAND OF THE FREE, ONLY BECAUSE 

OF THE BRAVE.  

THEIR BLOOD RUNS RED ---- SO WEAR RED! --- MAY 

GOD HELP AMERICA TO BECOME ONE NATION, UNDER 

GOD.  

HAVE A GREAT DAY.  

Submitted by Tom Poovey 
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        2006 – 2007 OFFICERS 
 
GRAND KNIGHT   JOEL LANOUX  972-705-9867 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT DEREK STOREY  972-487-7099 
CHAPLAIN    MSGR. DON FISCHER 972-231-2951 
CHANCELLOR   CONARD KESTER  972-276-3761 
RECORDER    MILTON CATALINA  972-907-2762 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY  LAIRY JOHNSON  972-234-8489 
TREASURER   LARRY BRUCE  972-530-4903 
ADVOCATE    JACK STUBBS  214-826-4507 
WARDEN    NICK MOWERY  469-366-6252 
LECTURER    DOUG MURDOCH  972-496-7030 
INSIDE GUARD   DOUG MURDOCH  972-496-7030 
OUTSIDE GUARD 1  JOE ACOSTA  432-262-5450 
OUTSIDE GUARD 2  MANUEL VILLELA  972-907-1506 
1 YEAR TRUSTEE   BOB PROCSAL  972-234-5254 
2 YEAR TRUSTEE   ISAAC SANDOVAL  972-495-8930 
3 YEAR TRUSTEE   BRIAN ROETEN  972-414-0507 
 
INSURANCE FIELD AGENT JOE JACKSON  972-342-2385 
     E-mail: Joseph.Jackson@KofC.org 
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